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Characters

Orson Welles
A TV Commercial Director — voice only

A Clapperboard Boy — voice only



THE LAST RITES OF ORSON WELLES

Orson Welles, 65 years old, sits solidly in a leather armchair, by a fire maybe. Beside him is a table
on which is an open bottle of champagne — a further two open bottles are seen beside the chair - if
WELLES runs out of wine, he just replaces the empty bottle with a full one. A very large cigar and
anashtray are also on the table — possibly he smokes this between takes. He holds a glass with
wine in it. He is fairly drunk.

We hear, but do not see a DIRECTOR and a CLAPPERBOARD BOY
DIRECTOR And, ACTION.....
WELLES goes to drink. He does so.
DIRECTOR No, CUT. Sorry, Mr Welles. You speak first.
WELLES Are you sure?
DIRECTOR Yes, that’s what we did in rehearsal.
WELLES Yes, | thought it was. Ok. So, let’s take it again shall we?

WELLES fills his glass again

CLAPPER 102 take 2

DIRECTOR ACTION

WELLES takes another drink.

DIRECTOR CuT

WELLES What?



DIRECTOR It’s the words first Mr Welles. Then the drink.
WELLES Well?

DIRECTOR You had a drink first.

WELLES Did I?

DIRECTOR You did.

WELLES Oh well. Do you want to go again?

DIRECTOR Yes, | think we will have to.

WELLES Do | need a refill?

DIRECTOR No, that will be fine for now. Ok, here we go.

CLAPPER 102 take 3
WELLES pauses.

WELLES Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh. The Frenchhhhhhhh Champagne. .....
He drinks

DIRECTOR CuUT
WELLES ....ovvnnnnnn. Is well known...

DIRECTOR CuT

WELLES What now? | said the lines.
DIRECTOR Well some of them yes, but you are not meant to drink until the end.
WELLES Really?

DIRECTOR Yes, you must say all the lines before you drink.

WELLES I’'m getting a bit low here.
WELLES fills his glass
DIRECTOR Yes, well you don’t need too much.
WELLES The glass should be full. Continuity my dear boy. | have the eye. Remember | have

been a world famous film director.
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Yes, | know Mr Welles.
Attention to detail.

Indeed.

WELLES takes another gulp.
Are you ready for another take?
| am yes. Are you?

| am waiting.

Good. Ok then.

102 take 4

ACTION

Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh. The Frenccchhhhhhhhhhhhhh Champagneeee is world
renown because of its taaaaaaaste and....errrr.....

Quality
Yes.... It's er.... Taste and quality. But here...
CUT

Yes, we might have to have a retake

WELLES drinks again and refills

102 take 5
ACTION

Ahhhhhhhhh. The Frenccchhhhhhhhhhh Champagne is world renown for it’s quality
and taste. But here in California we have the very delectable ...... oh God what’s the
name of this piss?

CUT. It’s Saul Wasson.

Thank heavens you have substituted it for something | can actually drink. Have you
tried the stuff?

| have.
Piss. And not very nice piss either.
Would you like a little break Mr Welles.

Maybe that would be a good idea. | need a top up.






